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Apart from the evidences of figures and statistics, the
evidences of wealth and luxury can also be found in
the yet extant monuments of the time, and, above all,
in the churches. In the Middle Ages the one con-
verging point of ideal life was the Church. Every-
thing that went beyond the immediate practical needs
of daily existence, every, form of charity, every endea-
vour after culture, every striving of artistic and scien-
tific activity had in those clays a religious foundation.
Imagination, too, came to the aid of this tendency in
the shape of the possible and probable clangers en-
countered by " sea and sand," by the town traders.
Thus in 1401 we find merchants and shippers at
Liibeck founding " an eternal brotherhood and guild
to the honour of God, of Mary His beloved mother,
and all the saints ; above all, the holy true helper in
need, St. Nicholas, that they may aid and comfort the
living and the dead, and all those who seek their
rightful livelihood on the water, many of whom, alas!
perish in water troubles, are thrown overboard or
expire in other ways, dying unconfcsscd and without
repentance ; for on account of their agonies they could
feel neither remorse nor penitence for their sins, and
who have none who pray for them except the general
prayers."

Such guilds were by no means rare. Legacies, too,
were left for similar ends, by which thousands of our
money were willed away : churches, monasteries, and
holy foundations of all kinds raised or aided to pray
for the benefit of the souls of the dead.

Nor were distant pilgrimages unknown. The mer-
chant would go in person, combining business and